Add in club logo or name 

Guidance Notes for Child Safeguarding and Protection Policy 

This has been designed for you as a club to take and add your own logo and specific information on. It might be that you use different words for roles or you have a different set up for your club, but this gives you the basics to start with. 
There isn’t a need to cover off every possible scenario; by referencing the Safe Club Safe Kids resources and using these as a guide you can keep the Club Policy simple and straight forward. It also means that even if we update these resources you don’t have to go back and update the policy. 
The highlighted sections are where you can add your own club information and relevant aspects like values. 
Consider having Safeguarding reporting to committee the same way you might have it for Health and Safety, which can help identify patterns early. 
Once you have completed and approved this policy remove the guidance sheet and upload on your club website. 
Any questions about the policy reach out to your Safe Kids Advisor or safeguarding@nzrugby.co.nz





Safe Kids Policy - Child Safeguarding and Protection Policy -Be a Kaitiaki for our Tamariki
Why Safeguarding Matters
Every child and young person has the right to feel safe, respected, and supported when they play sport. As a club, we are responsible for:
- Creating an environment where everyone feels welcome and safe. (Safeguarding)
- Preventing harm from occurring in our environments, being a safe club. (Safeguarding)
Respond appropriately and intervene early when concerns arise (Protection) 
Safeguarding isn’t about blame — it’s about protecting potential by putting in the safeguards needed to prevent harm and knowing what to do if harm has happened. 
What Safeguarding Looks Like
At our club, we: Follow the Safe Kids Safe Club Guidelines and align with the expectations of our Provincial Union and NZR in how we look after children in our care
· Treat everyone with respect and fairness and in line with our club values and code of conduct 
· Use positive language and encouragement and reinforce our expectations with all members of our club
· The Safety and Wellbeing of the child and young person is our primary consideration
· Keep communication open — children and parents can speak up at any time
· In our environments we will act early with individuals and teams when concerns arise
Anyone can and should report suspected child abuse or neglect concerns to our statutory agencies, the New Zealand Police and Oranga Tamariki - Ministry for Children. 
Anyone with a concern about the health, safety and wellbeing of children can make a Report of Concern based on facts or a genuine belief to statutory agencies.
If you believe a child is in immediate danger, call the Police on 111.

If we are worried, we will contact our Provincial Union Safe Kids Advisor for advice and to decide on a response. Our Advisor at the Provincial Union is  ………………………………..



Roles and Responsibilities
	Role
	What They Do

	All Adults (coaches, managers, volunteers)
	Follow the Safe Kids Safe Clubs Advice and report any concerns

	Club Safeguarding Officer/Junior Convenor 
	First point of contact for safety or wellbeing concerns and liaison point for the Safe Kids Advisor from the Provincial Union. 

	Committee/Leadership
	Support good safeguarding practices and training for our Under 18 participants. Ensure all club members comply with safety requirements with children in the clubs care. 

	Parents and Whānau
	Partner with the club to keep children safe, understand their role with supporting everyone’s children. 

	Safe Kids Advisor 
	Provide Advice and Assistance for the Club on child safeguarding including a decision-making process for concerns, share education re-safeguarding and advice on making clubs safer.

	Safeguarding Lead NZR
	Support the Safe Kids Advisor with concerns and advice. Be a point of contact if conflict of interest is present with Advisor. Provide polices and guidance to the rugby system. 







When Something Goes Wrong
Recognising Concerns
You might notice a child:
- Seems withdrawn, anxious, or fearful, talks about being hurt or treated badly by an adult in their life or at the club, shows changes in behaviour or performance.
-You see behaviour in adults which doesn’t reflect the club values or follow the Safe Kids guidance  

Trust your instincts — if something feels wrong, say something, speak to your Club Safeguarding person or your Safe Kids Advisor.
How to Respond if Concerns are raised with you
Keep calm and listen 
Don’t investigate, get the best understanding you can and then seek advice. 
Reporting & Response Flow
You notice or are told about a concern
⬇️
Tell the Club Safeguarding Officer/Provincial Union Safe Kids Advisor and record your concerns on the template they can provide
⬇️
Together record decision making and help decide next steps – may contact NZR Safeguarding team, Oranga Tamariki, or Police. Ensure it is clear who and when the parent or caregiver is being communicated with. 
⬇️
Club supports the child and ensures safety
Good Practice Reminders
✅ Always meet with young players in open, visible spaces
✅ Keep communication professional (no private messaging of children or young people rule of two online to)
✅ Gain parent consent for travel, photos, or media use
✅ Encourage children’s voices in decisions that affect them
✅ Keep learning — do annual safeguarding refreshers



Our Club Promise
Put in your clubs’ values or statements that resonate such as 
We are committed to:
- Safe, fun, inclusive sport for every child
- Speaking up about concerns
- Working together to protect children’s wellbeing

If in doubt, speak out

Contact our Club Safeguarding Officer: [Insert Name & Contact Info]
Safe Kids Safe Club guidance can be found at Safety and Welfare | NZ Rugby

Add in Club Logo or name , or add in date policy created or due to review. 
